
August 2021: Pack 55 Monthly News
Welcome back to another great year of scouting! We hope everyone had a great summer. In case you missed it,
Pack 55 had a great event at the Sunset Coffee Building in downtown Houston (June 13) where we cleaned wooden
tables and chairs, played some fun games and had a BBQ, and a fun Texas TreeVentures climbing event in the
Woodlands (July 17, 25) where scouts and parents took to the skies on an aerial ropes course (see photo below).
And now, we look forward to seeing your family at the Family Fishing and BBQ Event at Tom Bass Park this coming

Sunday! Register today at: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4DACA62BA0FA7-pack5

Thank you to all the families who donated to the Annual Friends of Scouting Campaign through May 31! Together, we
contributed over $3600 to help support the Sam Houston Area Council’s mission to make scouting accessible to
everyone. Special recognition goes to the Sweeney-Hujian, Prescott, Qui, Effenson, Al-Rajji, Vincent, Fyssas, Perry
and Stoner families for their generous, individual contributions, as well as to several anonymous donors.

Pack 55 runs on the energy of its parents and adult leaders. We encourage all of you to look for ways to serve in
your den or at the pack-level. Find volunteer opportunities that are right for you by contacting your den leader or
pcc@pack55.org.  Pack 55 is in need of a co-Popcorn Kernel to help Sean Smith out with the popcorn sales this fall -
join the team and help make this critical fundraiser a success!

We want your feedback and your ideas for how to make scouting great even in these challenging times. All scouts
should be continuing with their rank advancements as a family/individually, or as a den, or in some other small group
setting. RSVP for events and record all your rank advancements in Scoutbook. Be sure to keep your contact
information up to date so you don’t miss out on any of our fun virtual and in-person activities. Let’s keep “Scouting
On” in 2021.
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August:

Sunday, August 15, 2021, Summertime Pack Event #3 Family Fishing and BBQ Event: Join Pack 55 for a
fun, socially distanced, outdoor Family Fishing and BBQ event at Tom Bass Precinct 1 Park! Sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4DACA62BA0FA7-pack5

Saturday, August 28,  2021,  Adult Planning Kick-Off Meeting: 9 AM - 11 AM  @ SJD Rm 210/208 or virtual): This is the
most important adult meeting of the year, and it is open to all adults in Pack 55 (parents, leaders, everyone). This is a great
way for new families to learn about scouting and how to get involved. We will discuss the pack’s 2021-22 planned events
and talk through how to plan a successful year with your den. Pack 55 runs on the efforts of volunteers, and we need your
help to plan and execute a great year of scouting events for our youth. In-person v. virtual format will be announced closer to
the event. RSVP in Scoutbook so we have enough coffee and kolaches (if in-person):
https://scoutbook.scouting.org/mobile/dashboard/calendar/event.asp?EventID=3520743

Sunday, August 29, 2021, Rally Day Fair at St. John the Divine: 11:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. / church services
10:00a.m. (optional) at St. John the Divine, 2450 River Oaks Blvd. No uniforms required.  Wear comfortable
clothing for playing because there’ll be lots of fun games, water balloons, and food on the lawn.  Everyone in your
family is welcome to attend the Rally Day Fair. Just come have fun!  Your whole family is, of course, more than
welcome to also attend a church service in advance of Rally Day. Two services are scheduled for 10:00 a.m.: one,
more casual, in the gym and the other, more formal, in the main sanctuary. Volunteer to help setup and run the
Pack 55 information table and Pinewood Derby track demonstration:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4DACA62BA0FA7-pack6

Looking ahead to September, October and November

Thursday, September 2, 6:30 PM, Pack 55 Committee Meeting: All adults are encouraged to attend this monthly
planning meeting. We need your participation and ideas to make the Cub Scouting program successful. This event will
be held in-person (North Lawn at St John the Divine) and/or virtually. Register in advance at:
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYpc--hrz0sHdNAIZ0_gt2gA2TkD2k1ukeh

Thursday, September 16, 2021 @ 7 PM: Outdoor, In-Person Pack Meeting on the North Lawn at St John the
Divine: Bring your own chairs/blankets, and join us for this outdoor pack meeting. Welcome back to a fun year of
scouting, and Popcorn Sales Kickoff!

Saturday, September 18, 2021: Lion’s Honor, Games Tigers Play, Bobcat Advancement Event from 1-4 PM, North
Lawn SJD; New scouting families are encouraged to attend this event. Our Lion (Kindergarten) and Tigers (1st Grade)
scouts will play fun games and learn about the Scout Law and Oath.

Saturday, October 2, 2021: HMNS STEM Nova Day from 9 AM - 1 PM: Not a pack event; individual families can get
more info at: http://www.hmns.org/education/scouts/events/stemnova-day/. There is a late-night at the museum program
scheduled for the night prior. Late night program information available from overnights@hmns.org.
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October 8-10, 2021: Fun with Family @ Camp Bovay - Especially for New Scouting Families. Get more information
and register at: https://www.samhoustonbsa.org/fun-with-family. This event is not a Pack 55 run event, but all families are
encouraged to participate if desired. Questions can be directed to: geno.aguilar@scouting.org

Several Dates in September and October, Cub Scout Adventure Day Camps @ Camp Bovay: Individual families
are able to sign up for this event at: https://www.samhoustonbsa.org/adventure-camp. This event is not a Pack 55 run
event, but all families are encouraged to participate if desired.

November 5-7, 2021: Huntsville State Park Fall Campout: Let’s go camping! Mark this date on your calendar. As a
reminder, all participants (scouts, parents, siblings) need to complete a Part A/B Medical Form prior to attending this
event. Forms for “All Scouting Events” are available at: https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/ahmr/ and can be
delivered to Bradley Dennison or Mitchell Fuller (Campmasters, campmaster@pack55.org) ahead of the event. Watch for
more details!

Recruitment is in full swing! Are there families in your scout’s school who might join Pack 55 if they knew more
about it? We want to share the fun of scouting with as many families as possible. Share this link with your
friends: https://my.scouting.org/VES/OnlineReg/1.0.0/?tu=UF-MB-576paa0055. Questions? Contact
registrar@pack55.org.

Planning Your Den Events: Pack 55 encourages all dens to remain active, connected and engaged, while
observing COVID-19 social distancing and appropriate safety measures. Please meet as a den at least monthly.
We encourage outdoor, in-person, socially distanced den events. Dens may also coordinate periodic virtual
meetings to work on advancement activities. Scouts may complete any required adventures or electives as a
family at home, or in any group setting. Den families and leaders should discuss the schedule and meeting
content that works best for their group of scouts. Even as we continue to offer in-person gathering options, virtual
events will still be a part of our scouting program. Pack 55 supports regular, YPT compliant den communications
via text, email, phone or video chat.

Youth Protection: In order to protect the health and well being of our youth members, we must ensure 2 adults
are present at every in-person gathering, on each call and on any form of digital communication at all times. Two
deep leadership must be maintained in the virtual world as well as the in-person world. Stay engaged virtually or
in-person, but remember that our scouts’ safety is of paramount importance. Your den leaders are being
provided guidance on rules for virtual engagement and best practices for video conferencing. If you have
questions or concerns, or ideas for how best to navigate the potential need for virtual meetings or our return to
in-person gatherings, please reach out to your den leader or pcc@pack55.org. ALL PARENTS ARE
ENCOURAGED TO TAKE BSA’s YPT TRAINING, EVEN IF YOU ARE NOT A REGISTERED ADULT LEADER.
Online course takes approx. 1 hr. http://www.scouting.org/Training/youthprotection.aspx

Key Volunteer Opportunities: Popcorn Co-Chair, and Training/Friends of Scouting Chair. Join the fun!

https://www.samhoustonbsa.org/fun-with-family
mailto:geno.aguilar@scouting.org
https://www.samhoustonbsa.org/adventure-camp
https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/ahmr/
mailto:campmaster@pack55.org
https://my.scouting.org/VES/OnlineReg/1.0.0/?tu=UF-MB-576paa0055
mailto:registrar@pack55.org
mailto:pcc@pack55.org
http://www.scouting.org/Training/youthprotection.aspx


Popcorn Co-Chair: Sean Smith stepped forward to serve in this important role for the fall, and for that we say thank
you. We want another volunteer to assist Sean. Are you looking for a way to make a difference? Email the Cubmaster
(cubmaster@pack55.org) or Committee Chair (pcc@pack55.org) and join the Pack 55 popcorn team.

Training and Friends of Scouting Chair: Enjoy giving adult leaders the tools and training they need to be
successful? This volunteer will help promote and manage leaders’ training. You will also serve as our lead on our
annual Friends of Scouting donation campaign.

Contact the Cubmaster (cubmaster@pack55.org) or Committee Chair (pcc@pack55.org) for more information.

Pack Information:

New Scout Coordinator and Registrar: registrar@pack55.org Encourage interested new scouts and
families to submit an application online at:
https://my.scouting.org/VES/OnlineReg/1.0.0/?tu=UF-MB-576paa0055

Adult Training / forms for all registered adults:
https://www.samhoustonbsa.org/Data/Sites/1/media/forms/adult-disclosures-and-authorization.pdf

Youth Protection Training: online course takes approx. 1 hr
http://www.scouting.org/Training/youthprotection.aspx

Cub Scout Leader Training: online course takes approx. 3 - 4 hrs. http://www.samhoustonbsa.org/cub-scout-leader-training

Youth Training / Advancements: Parents can mark their scout’s advancements as Completed in Scoutbook.
Den Leaders please mark as Completed and Approved for all advancements/awards for your dens before each
months pack meeting.

Scoutbook: Make sure your scoutbook email is active and up to date to receive all Pack communications.

Pack 55 Communication & Training Tools

Pack Website: www.pack55.org

Scoutbook Advancement Tracking and Email updates: www.scoutbook.org

All Scouts BSA training website: www.my.scouting.org

Monthly Pack Newsletter: sent to all Pack emails registered in Scoutbook.

● During the school year, the newsletter is usually published on the Monday after a committee meeting. Please
send your proposed short entry to our email address: pack55news@pack55.org.

● Monthly submission deadline is by noon the Friday after each committee meeting.

About the Pack 55 News

The Pack 55 News is a volunteer effort and is not an official communication of the BSA. Please consult the Sam
Houston Area Council website for official BSA communications.

In an effort to consolidate pack wide messages and information into regularly scheduled communications, this
newsletter will be circulated monthly in order to keep you apprised of key pack news and upcoming events. Time
sensitive messages will still be sent via Scoutbook as a “News Flash” from adult leaders. Monthly Den meeting info
and den specific messages will still come directly from your Den Leader.

If you have an item you want included in the monthly news, please send a short summary with key information
(e.g., time, date, place, cost, contact info) to pack55news@pack55.org no later than noon the day after the
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monthly scheduled Pack Committee meeting (generally the first Thursday of the month). Newsletters will typically
go out via Scoutbook email the Monday after the monthly Pack Committee Meeting. Thank you.


